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Bristol Maid Reaches Icy Milestone
One million pounds sold this salmon season!

On August 13th at 7:45 a.m., the ice barge 
Bristol Maid reached the millionth pound 
of ice sold for the 2014 salmon season.  The 
skipper, Nick Christensen and crew of the f/v 
Sherry Sea purchased the ice.  They received a 
grocery gift basket and a warm thank you from 
the Bristol Maid crew for purchasing the one 
millionth pound of ice this season. The thank 
you read:

 “Congratulations! The Bristol Maid 
would like to show its appreciation 
to you for being the fisherman to buy 
the one millionth pound of ice sold for 
the 2014 salmon season.  We have put 
together a great gift pack of groceries 
that includes everything a hard working 
fisherman needs to stay healthy and 
well fed (including Rock Stars and 
coffee to keep you awake on those long 
hard days).  Thank you once again from 
“The Ray of Sunshine” and his crew on 
the Bristol Maid.”

The Bristol Maid is in 
its 7th year of operation 
and was anchored off of 
Clarks Point this summer 
to service fishermen in 
the Nushagak.  BBEDC 
encourages all fishermen 
to take advantage of 
chilling bonuses paid 
by salmon processors; 
prepare your fishing 
operation to ice!  For 
more information about chilling assistance 
available from BBEDC, call Susie Jenkins-
Brito or Fritz Johnson at
842-4370.

Above, Bristol Maid coming ashore for the winter (Photo courtesy of
Verna Berry-Brandon).   At left, Captain and crew of the Sherry Sea.

(ADF&G) and Terry Fuller, the education specialist with US 
Fish and Wildlife.  They were also able to visit the ADF&G 
counting tower on the Wood River and spend a half day at 
the University of Washington Fisheries Research Institute’s 
(FRI) lab on the lake.  As part of studying the importance of 
salmon for subsistence, the students learned how to can fish 
and shared their finished product with their families.
Twelve 8th and 9th graders attended the second Salmon 
Camp on July 22nd through July 26th.  These campers spent 
a day with Terry Fuller learning about the salmon life cycle, 
taxidermy and archery.  They were each able to paint a fish 
that will be hung in the Dillingham community.  Another day 
was spent with Ian Fo, the assistant area sport fish biologist 
with ADF&G.  Ian and his crew taught the kids how to tie 
fishing flies and how to fly fish.  On the last full day, the 
campers worked alongside the FRI crew where they helped 
the biologists with their Dolly Varden research and helped 
them catch juvenile Dollys.
The high school camp ran from July 28th through August 
4th.  This camp is in partnership with the UAF Bristol 
Bay Campus.  Five CDQ students joined seven Bristol Bay 
Campus sponsored students from around the state for a week 
long intensive study of salmon and its habitat.  These students 
came up with research questions and developed hypotheses 

for their small group 
research projects 
and presentations.  
Some looked at the 
water quality at two 
spawning creeks; they 
tested the waters to see 
if the high numbers of 
fish in the creeks was 
causing the oxygen in 
the creeks to decrease.  
Another group’s 
project looked into 
seeing if the increased 
amount of sockeye 
salmon this year 
would affect the species richness and abundance of the macro 
invertebrates living in the creeks.   The groups presented their 
research and findings to an audience at BBEDC.  All were 
great projects and the presentations were excellent!
BBEDC would like to thank everyone involved in this year’s 
Salmon Camp and we look forward to future camps.

Kendra Kapotak
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Building the BBEDC Team
Bernina Venua joined BBEDC 
staff in September 2014 as an Eco-
nomic Development & Brokerage 
Coordinator. Bernina graduated 
from Dillingham High School and 
attended American University 
where she studied how to work 
for nonprofits in rural areas.  She 
brings a background in outreach, 
community engagement, and a 
passion towards the development 

of Bristol Bay. Bernina is excited to be part of an organization 
that helps people reach their full potential.

In May of 2014, BBEDC expanded 
the Regional Fisheries department 
with the hiring of Susie Jenkins-
Brito in the capacity of Regional 
Fisheries Coordinator. Susie brings 
extensive fisheries knowledge to 
the position having been an active 
participant in both the Bristol Bay 
commercial salmon and halibut 
fisheries. She spent the previous 9 
years as a seasonal employee with 
the Alaska Department of Fish 

and Game’s Commercial Fisheries and Boards Support Divi-
sions, and maintains an active interest in regional regulatory 
issues pertaining to local resources.  She sees her role within 
BBEDC as a facilitator for local fishermen, helping to improve 
fleet efficiency and continuously exploring ideas for fisheries 
economic development and sustainability. 

Regional Fisheries Program 
Wrap Up
2014 Vessel Upgrade Program assists 
local fishers
Ninety four fishers were 
awarded a total of $1.25 
million in grants through 
the 2014 Vessel Upgrade 
Program.  Many fishers 
have invested in their fishing 
operation by combining 
BBEDC grant funds and 
business capital toward the 
completion of projects such as 
flush decking, RSW systems, 
engine replacement and 
equipment needed to enhance 
the quality of salmon while 
fishing.  In 2014, the Vessel 
Upgrade Program offered awards up to $10,000 for owners 
of setnet operations and up to $20,000 for drift vessel owners 
who hold a fishing permit or have a contractual agreement 
to fish with a permit holder who is a BBEDC community 
resident.  The program has an early application process and 
resident fishers that are interested in applying for this popular 
program should complete a work plan that prioritizes repairs 
on the vessel or in their operation that qualify under the 
program guidelines.  Bids for materials needed and labor can 
be explored and researched in the early winter months so a 
complete application can be processed prior to the February 
deadline.  For more information please go to the BBEDC 
website at www.bbedc.com or contact the Regional Fisheries 
staff with questions and to be placed on the list to receive 
notice of the 2015 application period.

Susie Jenkins-Brito

Massa Pat

Need a Fishing Permit?
BBEDC Can Help!

  What assistance can a resident 
expect?
BBEDC’s Permit Loan Program provides a menu of financial 
and technical Program Services and Benefits.  The goal is 
to enable eligible residents of the Bristol Bay Watershed 
Communities to successfully operate a commercial salmon 
fishing enterprise. 

Program Services and Benefits are determined on a case-by-
case basis to fit the unique needs of each applicant and may 
include Down Payment Grant, Equity Assistance, Interest 
Assistance, Technical Assistance, Training and
Loan Guarantee.

 What is the application process?
1. Resident submits a complete Permit Loan Program  
 application to BBEDC.
The application review cannot begin until the application 
is complete and all required items have been submitted. 
Applications are available from BBEDC, the Community 
Liaison or www.bbedc.com.
2. Step 1:  BBEDC determines whether the applicant   
 meets General Eligibility requirements.
This process does not start until the application is complete 
and all required items have been submitted.

Watershed residents can save tens of thousands of 
dollars on the cost of commercial fishing permits 
through BBEDC’s Permit Loan Program.

3.  Step 2:  BBEDC determines Program Services/  
	 Benefits.
Through individual meetings, a Personal Financial Analysis 
is prepared.  The purpose is to determine whether BBEDC’s 
assistance will enable the resident to obtain and operate 
a Limited Entry salmon permit via a loan from one of our 
partner lenders (CFAB or State of Alaska DED).

 How long can it take to complete 
the application process?
Depending upon the time of year, complete applications can 
be assessed and a loan application submitted to a lender in 
about 4 - 8 weeks.  The lender may require 2 - 4 additional 
weeks to determine eligibility for a loan.

This does not include the time to locate and negotiate the 
purchase of a permit.  Note: applications filed in the late spring 
may take longer because of other program activity and lenders 
are often flooded with loan applications which slow down their 
assessment time.

 What might prevent a resident
from participation in the program?
 • Incomplete application
 • IRS tax returns not filed
 • Credit issues that are not immediately fixable
 • Liens or other serious credit issues
  (especially IRS tax liens or Child Support)
 • Not a Watershed resident
 • Lender declines to approve the loan

 For additional information contact 
any of the following:
Community Liaison in any CDQ Community or
BBEDC Economic Development and Brokerage Section  
(907) 842-4370 or 1-(800)-478-4370.

Bernina Venua

What a fun filled summer we had at Salmon Camp this 
year spending 16 days out on Lake Aleknagik with youth 
ranging from ages 11 – 18.  During this time, three different 
camps were offered; a 6th/7th grade camp, 8th/9th grade 
camp, and a high school camp.  Salmon was the topic at 
all three science based camps, with projects and research 
covering all aspects of this wonderful resource.
The first camp ran from June 30th through July 3rd 
with thirteen 6th and 7th graders attending from our 
surrounding communities.  The campers studied the life 
cycle of salmon with Tim Sands, the commercial fisheries 
biologist from the Alaska Department of Fish and Game 

Salmon Camp - 2014

“We went on the canoe, we went fishing, we went swimming, we 
learned about archery, WE HAD FUN!”  Tiana Chiklak Salmon Camp, continued on page 4

BBEDC CDQ Halibut Fishery
In spring of 2014, fifteen local CDQ fishers engaged in long 
lining for halibut prior to the commercial salmon fishery. 
Deliveries were mainly made in Togiak at the two shore based 
processors, with a handful of dockside deliveries made in 
Dillingham to local buyers. The average price per pound was 
$4.25 and with 29,514 lbs landed, the total ex-vessel value of 
the fishery was over $125,000.  

Photo courtesy of Teodoro Pauk, f/v Cape Newenham

Engine replacement
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